ENGLISH INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION
It Is not                        the                       In the
blush of his superb
In                the Tudor            of
craft, namely that of living peacefully within a normal
income. He had a hoard                            by Ms
father to play about with,         a diplomatist of
ability, in Thomas Wolsey, to pull the
of a militant foreign policy.    In         year, the fourth
his accession, King Henry        restored his country's
prestige by a spectacular but futile addition to the roll
of her victories in France,            Ms Northern levies
did more solid work in annihilating, for a generation,
the military menace of Scotland. With this encourage-
ment he had continued to empty his             in a game of
unprofitable bluff, with interludes of expensive pageantry,
until in due course, being cleaned out by harder bitten
sharpers than himself, he was fain to put in an applica-
tion to Parliament for fresh supplies. The result of that
experiment was enough to convince him that Parliament^
though a good servant to a solvent Kings was a most
curmudgeonly paymaster to a needy one. And a subse-
quent attempt to screw funds out of the tax-payer without
applying to Parliament all but had the effect of precipita-
ting a revolution. That dance would no further go ;
the second Tudor had at last acquired the family wisdom,
and there would be no more dunning of Parliament, or
the tax-payer, for such superfluous luxuries as European
prestige.
But all this time that the scarlet magnificence of
Wokey had been dominating the scene, the last sands of
opportunity had been slipping through the glass. That is
the profound and tragic significance of all this colourful
marking time ; as so often before, the event that really
mattered was one that ought to have materialized, and
never did. The visionaries of a united Europe, spiritually
reconstructed, and purged of that corruption and stupidity
which the most loyal sons of the Church were the first to
deplore^ had signally failed to make the least impression
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